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Protect Automatic Transmissions During Raised RPM

COMPLAINT: Transmission fluid blows out the fill tube during or after a fuel and
induction system service. In some cases, the transmission may be
damaged or destroyed.

CAUSE: Holding the engine at raised RPM can cause a transmission clutch
to apply partially, overheating the clutches and damaging the
transmission.

CORRECTION: This condition has been linked specifically to transmissions made
by ZF. Unfortunately there are two important variables involved in
identifying the vehicles affected:

1. Several auto manufacturers have used ZF transmissions over
the years.

2. While only some of the ZF units are susceptible to this condi-
tion, no one has been able to identify which ones.

This has made it impossible to identify exactly which vehicles can
be affected and which can’t. The only answer is to treat every ve-
hicle that could come with a ZF transmission as though it could
have a problem with a sustained raised idle.

We’ve attached a list of all of the vehicles found to use ZF trans-
missions over the last 20 years or so. To service these vehicles
safely:

1. Raise the drive wheels off the ground; if necessary, raise all
four wheels.

2. Put the transmission in manual low.

Now you can service the vehicle normally; the clutches that drag in
neutral won’t drag in manual low, so the transmission can’t be
damaged by this procedure.

Bulletin #: 0027
Manufacturer: All

Vehicle: All w/ZF Transmissions
Service: Fuel and Induction System
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